CHAPTER XI
The Greek Crusade into Anatolia and the
Awakening of the Turks
I FOUND that the Ottoman Empire was gone. In
some grotesque Arabian-Nights-like manner it
had been held together from the centre. The
Allies had destroyed it. Its centre lay defeated and
ruined. In its place there was nothing to offer but
the still-born folly of " Self-Determination." For the
time being the Allied garrisons were spread over all
like the fine cords of a net that held the rough broken
pieces together. But the cords began to slacken and
break, as the garrisons came in, and the new nations so
left found themselves surrounded by enemies and their
frontiers but raw wounds.
/ All that remained to the Turks of the Ottoman Empire
1 appeared pathetically inanimate, but by one ill-conceived
action the Conference in Paris stung it into new life.
On the 15th of May 1919, under the orders of the
Supreme Council, the Greeks landed troops at Smyrna
and took over that area. I
The preliminaries to that order showed clearly the
trend of events. They showed too the atmosphere
and conditions under which the Paris Conference worked.
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